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The syntax-morphology interface problem
1. The problem
Even if targets behave similarly (agreeing or not agreeing), there are still complexities in the
syntax-morphology interaction. Thus targets may have more than one agreement slot. In
Archi, many targets mark agreement in two places, some in three, and a few in four.
The agreement can be with the same controller, as in example (1):
(1) mahlo-wu b-immac<bsaq:'u
household(11)[sG.ABs]-and  111.5G-leavexI1.SG>PFV
... and left the household (to someone)
Alternatively, agreement can be with two different controllers, as happens with participles:
(2) ja-r lo s:ihru b-i-tru-r d-i
this-11.sc  child(n)[sGc.ABs] cunning(111)[SG.ABS] 111.SG-be.PRS-ATR-11.SG 11.5G-be.PRS
This girl is cunning. (Literally “this female child is with cunning’)
In (2) the participle bit:ur ‘being (with)’ agrees with two arguments: the prefix b- agrees with

s:ihru ‘cunning’, the suffix -r with lo, “girl’.

2. Lexical multiple exponence: adverbs and verbs

2.1. Adverb
‘for free’
I Il i [\ HPL NHPL
w-allejew>u | d-allej<ru b-allej<b>u | allej<t’>u b-allej<b>u | allej<t’>u
(3) ez to-w-mu q’onqg’ allej<t»u kio

[1v.SG]1.5G.DATthat.one-1.5G-SG.ERGh0o0K(1V)[SG.ABS] for.free<iv.sG> give.PFV[IV.SG]
He gave me this book free of charge.

(4) tu-w tej-me-s w-allejows>u
that.one-1.5G.ABS that.one.OBL.PL-OBL.PL-DAT I.SG-for.free«1.sG>
He worked for them for free.

w-iry"ni
1.SG-work.Prv

Multiple exponence in adverbs:

total adv

agreeing adv

multiple exponence

% of total

% of agreeing

392

21

1

0,26

4,76
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2.2. Verbs
Imperfective stem
IV.SG 111.SG gloss comments
from a:¢’as “fill’, so -t’u in
a:¢’at’ ker b-a:¢'a-b b-eker become empty IV.SG may be Origina”y a
negative marker
be-cvB.LOC,
immarq:’ar b-imma-b-arqg:’ar | leave, give up _bUt I11.SG.PFV blm_ma bag:u,
I.e. ‘be’ does not inflect for
tense/aspect
immery:ur b-imme<bsery:ur | remain
k“ek:iSerk:ir k¥edsk:iSeokiir | walk
aqug“ar b-aqu-b-uk:ar stretch
(5) zari okimul immagq:'u

1.SG.ERG study(1v)[SG.ABS]

I gave up my study.

Multiple exponence in verbs:

[1v.sG]give.up.PFV[IV.SG]

total verbs

agreeing verbs

multiple exponence

% of total

% of agreeing

1248

399

15

1,2 3,76

3 Grammatical multiple exponence: participles, periphrastic forms

3.1. Participles

Participles can have two positions for agreement:

perfective imperfective finalis potential
I.SG | awsyu-tiu w-aryar-t:u w-ayas-t:u awryuqi-t:u
I1.SG | awyu-tiu-r d-aryar-t:u-r d-ayas-t:u-r awyuqi-tu-r
I11.SG | abryu-tiu-b b-aryar-t:u-b b-ayas-t:u-b | absyuqi-t:u-b
IV.SG | ayu-tiu-t aryar-tiu-t ayas-tiu-t ayuqi-tu-t
HPL | absyu-t:-ib b-aryar-t:ib b-ayas-t:-ib abyyuqi-t:-ib
NPL | ayu-t:-ib aryar-t:-ib ayas-t:-ib ayuqi-t:-ib

. : one who is .

one who is one who is always one who will be
gloss supposed to

asleep or often asleep asleep

be asleep
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3.1. 1. Participles of the intransitives: one controller (exuberant exponence):

(6) duyij d-agfa-t:u-r?
upstream 11.5G-COMe.PFV-ATTR-11.SG
When you were coming back?

(7) jar dann eaxdi han uw-li bo-li sasb>ku-t:-ib

this-11.sG where «<11.5G>be.PST  what [IV.SG]do.PFV-CVB say-EVID <I/11.PL>|00K.PFV-ATTR-PL
They came to see where she was, what she was doing.

(8) faj Sumej«t>u hek{’ana jak  ak’a-s k"amsSu-tiu-r
oh! how.much«v.sG>thing(1v)[pL.ABS] inside [Iv.SG]drive-FIN <II1.SG>MUuSt.PFV-ATTR-11.SG
oh, how much she had to keep inside (herself)

3.1.2. Participles of the transitives (ERG-ABS), two controllers:

(9) lagi a:c’a-l-kan kummul-u kunne-t’u-tiu-r
stomach(1v)[sG.ABS] [Iv.sG]fill-FIN-TEMP food(IV)[SG.ABS]-and IV.SG.eat.PFV-NEG-ATTR-11.SG
(who) never ate to the full [= she didn’t eat food to fill her stomach]
cery absc’a-1-kan
body(111)[sG.ABS] <111.SG>fill-FIN-TEMP

¢uh-t:-ib K'o:b-u asu-t’u-tiu-r
be.lush-ATTR-PL  clothes(1v)[PL.ABS]-and [Im/1iv.pL]put.on.PFV-NEG-ATTR-II.SG
(who) never dress up enough (who did not feed her body with beautiful clothes)

3.1.3. Participles of the transitives (DAT-ABS), two controllers:

(10)was sini-tiu-t hek{’ena be
2.SG.DAT Know-ATTR-1V.SG thing(1v)[SG.ABS]  say.IMP
hara:Si edi-t:u-t haq’-li-q*
long.ago [1vV.SG]be.PST-ATTR-IV.SG about

Say the thing you know, about how it was in the old times.

(11)...0s lo exdi ganak lap mu-tiu-r
one girl(n)[SG.ABS] «11.5G>be.PST up.there very Dbe.beautiful-ATTR-11.SG

c’abu-tru-t {:an hangr-a-yut akmu-r-tiu-r
drink.PFV-ATTR-IV.SG water(IV)[SG.ABS] throat(IVv)-IN-TRANS [IV.SG]see-IPFV-ATTR-I1.SG

There was one girl in the upper part of Archi village, very beautiful (girl), drunk water can
be seen through her throat.

3.1.4. Participles of the intransitives, two controllers:

(12) jamu-t o<r>gfa-tiu-t sagat-li-t
this-IV.SG  <«I1.SG>QJ0.PFV-ATTR-IV.SG time(IV)-SG.OBL-SUPESS
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¢’abe-f:u baram-mul

sheep(I11)PL.OBL-COMIT sheep(rus)-PL.ABS

oci-r ati-li xit:a deq*u d-immeaxsyiu
alone-11.sG let.go.1/1v.pPL.PFV-CVB then road(1v)sG.LOC  11.SG-remain<il.SG>.PFV

At that time they left me alone with the sheep on the road.

(13)os iq i-t'u-tiu bosor iowsdi-li
one day(1v)[SG.ABS] 1V.SG.be.PRS-NEG-ATTR.1.SG man(1)[SG.ABS] <1.SG>be.PST-EVID
There was one man without a day (=cruel)

(14)os jary'i-t:a-k kYaxSu-t:u-b ~xabar b-ate
one pass(IV)-SUP-ELAT happenc<il.SG>PVF-ATTR-111.SG ~ story(111)[SG.ABS]  111.SG-let.go.IMP
Tell us the story how you happen to come from the mountain pass.

3.2. Periphrastic forms

(15) bosor celi-si uqg‘a-li iowsdi-li
man(1)[sG.ABS] Azerbaijan-ALL leave.I.SG.PFV-CVB <1.8G>be.PST-EVID
Her husband was in Azerbaijan (lit.: was gone to Azerbaijan).

(16) zari no‘s darc’lirs§i  ebst’ni-li b-i
1SG.ERG horse(111)[SG.ABS] to.post <II1.SG>tie.PFV-CVB  111.8G-be.PRS
“The horse is tied to the post.” (based on Kibrik, 1977a: 195)

17)w-ez maq’sud w-ak:u-li iowdi
1.SG-1SG.DAT magsud  1.SG-See.PFV-CVB <1.SG>be.PST
‘I have seen Magsud.’

The auxiliary always agrees in gender and number with the absolutive. The lexical verb
shows agreement when it has the morphological slot for it. The account depends on whether
one considers periphrasis part of syntax or part of morphology.

4. Pronouns: lexical or grammatical?

“While we know of a number of languages with multiple exponence (ME) in the verb or
adjective, Archi is the only language we know of where ME occurs in pronouns (Antonenko
and Harris 2010)

4.1. Personal pronouns and logophor

SG PL
3rd person I ] Il v
pronoun ABS tuw tor tob tot teb
ERG tuwmi tormi tummi totmi temmayj
logophor ABS ing ap
ERG Ju Ze
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(18) to-w-mu ja-t ari Zu ow-q-er
that-1.SG-ERG that-Iv.SG Job  LOGOPH.M.ERG [Iv.sG]do-FUT-RPRT
He says he’ll do that job

4.2. Personal pronoun / logophor + a<Gm»u:

4.2.1. (Local) reflexive:

(19) Pat’i-mu inZ-amu ¢ucebo
Patimat.ERG LOG.SG.ABS-PCL<«II.SG> wash.PFv
Patimat washed [herself]

(20) zalik-li-s inz-a-w w-ak:u dayon-n-a
zalik-OBL.SG-DAT LOG.SG.ABS-PCL-1.SG 1.SG-See.PFV  mirror(IV)-OBL.SG-IN.ESS
Zalik saw himself in the mirror.

(21)d-ez zon-a<u d-ak:u-r-si d-i dayon-n-a
11.SG-1SG.DAT 1SG.ABS-PCL<II.SG>  11.SG-See-IPFV-CVB 11.5G-be.PRS mirror(Iv)-OBL.SG-IN.ESS
I see myself in the mirror.

(22)yit:a deq”-li-t yu"-t:u-ma
then road(1v)-sG.oBL-SUP find.l.SG.PFV-ATTR-CVB.LOC

tu-w-mi wa-r-Si-wa-r-Si Zu-s:ut>u
that-1.5G-SG.ERG ~ speak-IPFV-CVB.RPD ~ LOGOPH.OBL.M-DAT.PCL<IV.SG>

exmu-s i-t’aw puruz S:ubu-s-er-Si jat:ii-q*-t:a
IV.SG.forget-FIN [Iv.SG]be.PRS-CVB.NEG puruz  [IV.SG]buy-FIN-RPRT-CVB  Avar-INTER-INESS
Then while on the road he was repeating to himself, not to forget, puruz to buy, in Avar.

4.2.2. Exhaustive-listing reading on pronouns (“X and only X”, “It is X that ...”) and
possessive pronouns (Antonenko and Harris, glossing mine):

(23) zon-awsu noki-a-k ug‘a
1SG.ABS-PCL<11.SG> house(IV)-IN-LAT  1.SG.cCOme.PFV
Only 1 entered the house.

(24) us-mu-s k¥ansi Mohammad inZ-a-w
brother(1).sG.0BL-DAT want-cvB Magomed(1)[SG.ABS] LOGOPH.SG.ABS-PCL-1.SG
nok{’-a-si u“kii-s
house(1v)-IN-ALL 1.SG.enter-FIN

Brother wants only Mohammad to enter the house.
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(25) d-is:aau {onnol d-aqa nok?¥’-a-k
11.SG-1SG.PCL<«I1.SG> wife(11)[SG.ABS]  11.SG-come.PFV  house(IV)-IN-LAT
Only my wife (nobody else) entered the house.

It distinguishes the 1° person plural inclusive pronoun from the exclusive:

EXCL INCL
ABS nen nen<’su
ERG nena-w
nena<u
nen
nenab-u
nen«’>u

“It is possible, that all of these can be unified as “exhaustive-listing” focus on the pronoun:
“X (and only X) ...”, or “Itis X that ...” (cf. Kuno 1973)” (Antonenko and Harris 2010:6).

4.3. Posessive pronouns + a<GM>u+ PCL<GM>+ATTR-GM

(26) d-as:a-amu-ejamu-tiu-r
11.5G-of.myself-<11.SG>PCL-<I11.SG>PCL-ATTR-11.SG
‘my own [female]” (Kibrik 1977: 127-30 via Corbett 1998: 196).

Problematic cases:

(27) yita yir awti-li oa-ya-li Za-nab>u
then after let«11.sG>let.go.PFV-CVB«I1.SG>bring.PFV-CVB LOGOPH.OBL-GEN.PCL<IV.SG>
buwa-t:e-m-ma-§i xit:a eawdu-li
mother(11)-PL.OBL-GEN-HUM.LOC-LAT then <I1.SG>bury.PFV-EVID

Then they let her go (took her out of the loop) and having brought her to her family’s
house, buried there.
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